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low to the elders of his house. He is taken to the house
door, his cheeks are touched with lampblack and red
powder, he is seated on a horse and his relatives and
friends go with him in procession to the house of his
betrothed. To quiet evil spirits, cocoanuts are from time to
time broken and thrown to them; and as the boy passes,
the neighbours come out of their houses and wave lamps
before him. On arrival at the house of his intended bride,
the girl's father carries the boy into the marriage hall
and seats him on a high wooden stool. After a number of
minor ceremonies, the astrologer draws up two marriage-
papers, reads them aloud, and hands them to the fathers
of the two families.

The really essential part of the marriage is the sapta-
padi or the taking of seven steps. The sacrificial fire is
kindled. To the left of the fire arc put seven small heaps
of rice. The boy and girl leave their seats and the boy
throws three handfuls of rice into the fire. He lifts up
the girl and carrying her on his left arm walks twico
round it. She then, with the help of the bridegroom walks
in turn over all the seven heaps of rice. The boy then
again lifts her and for the third time walks round the firo.
The seven steps have now been taken and the priest lends
the boy and girl out of the house and points out to them
Dhruv or the Polestar. They gaze at it, bow to it and
return to the bouse. A pretty ceremony then ensues. In
turn the boy and girl take a roll of betel between their
teeth and the other one bites off the end. The marriage
festivities end with the throwing of coloured water over
the boy by the bride's relations. Presents of clothes are
exchanged and the bridegroom returns to his father's
house.

The death of a high caste Hindu is as elaborately
ordered as his life* When he is on the point of death, n
spot in the women'*! hall is heaped with cowdung, Tulsi
leaves are scattered over the spot and a blanket is spread
over the leaves. On the blanket the dying man is laid